hen John Wemberger

unveiled his Dino 166 -
Formula Two race car (s/n
0004) ar the 2004 Monterey

Histaorics, the Ferrari Ff C&'Iems’ e

_pemunncl on hand ﬁ'ﬂm ll:lly -

f Cﬂmmgmﬂmenm. Fﬂm il

#59] descended on the licde
Ferrari like a Madltcrrane.an

wave. It’s likely none had ever

seen one of these machines in
running condition—ifar all—
and it’s pomble some didn't
know the car’s fascinating but

obscure place in Ferrari h:smry i

While five of the ongmal
seven F2 Dinos still exist, .
Weml:uugcrs may be the
only race- ready example. -

“The Historics invited thc

Dino, even though there wasnl: ;

~ a class for it, to show thatit’s

an |mpormnt car with pruven

nance,” explained Weinberger.

48 FORZA APRIL 2005

-"pie loved thc car.

: HESI:OI‘H:‘S was a - get-
- | ongit there hadn; been easy

i3 :‘-Wcmbe:gt:rhaci o ore
| than 50 years of expenencc in
fixing, selling and racing e
cars, as well as a far-Hung net-
_:work of contacts and friends, to
| prepare the lirde Dino for
“That was rea]ly 2 prwllege fot :

CLASSICS

~S/n ﬁﬂﬂé s ap

1

Monterey debut. :

PHOTOS BY
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Champions
and }{':]\'.C r
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built for the

son with a m
mounted twin
with twi erhead «
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with 2 2.4-liter V6. In that gru- |

1 the 1968 Temporada series

cling eight-races-in-nine-wecks | in South America, finishing

season, Chris Amon drove the
car to two firsts and one see-
ond, finishing second overall in
the series behind Jim Clark and
his Lotus 4971

When s/n 0004 returncd
to |I;{|:.; Ferrari installed an
updared 1.6-liter engine.
Drawing on their F1 experi-
ence, the engineers had cweaked
the V6 by fitting new four-
valves-per- uhnde heads, nar-
rowing the bore and lengthen-
ing the scroke o 79.5 x
j_%,}n_-m—mt.ll d]splncemem
tell slightly to 1.594cc—and
increasing the compression ratio
slightly to 11:1. Poswer aurpur
rose to 223 bhp at 10,600 rpm,
pushing less than 1,000 pounds
of t_{r}-‘ \\'cig}n_

Several 166 Dinos were
available for the 68 F2 scason,
and sfn 0004 sat on the side-
lines unril the last two races
in Qcrober, when Vicmorio
Brambilla fired it up and
smoked the competition,

At the car’s first race at
Hockenheim, Brambilla quali-
fied eighth then worked his
way through traffic to finish
first and set the fastest lap.
Looking back, Brambilla said
it was his grc:llc:'::.': racing
moment, “an incredible joy.”
He also won the final race of
the season, E‘m':!-ihin}_,_-; the series
third overall.

Brambilla later raced che car

fourth overall with one win.
Andrea de Adamich won the
series in another 166 Dino.
Sin 0004 recurned to
Europe for the 1969 season.
Ferrari added a rear wing and
squeczed a bit mare power out
of the engine, but. driven once
again by Bram billa, the car
rurned in a lackluster perform-
ance, finishing seventh overzll,

I n 1970, the Dino was put
out to pasture. It first sacin
Luigi Chinetti’s showroom,
then rested in a Connecticut
home—in the den, not the
garage, Evereu Anton Singer
bought the car in 1983, fixed it
up and ran it at Read America
and Woodland Hills. A couple
of owners larer, and after a stint
in @ museum in Nelson, New
Zealand, Wi r'.E_u:rgtr]' b rnughL
the Dino back to America.
After vintage racing a Lotus
41 Formula B car for several
veirs, \\’cll]hergel, the owner
of Continental AutoSports, an
Hlinois Ferrar and Maserarl
dealer, had decided it was time
to et a Ferrari, "We like o
race what we sell,” he noted.
Weinberger has preferred
111id»¢ngim‘. race cars since his
davs as a Porsche dealer, when
he won the 1968 Sports Car
C[U.I.—' UF f\.]nL.'Ti.L:C-J-.'s (-L']lt]'dl
Division Narional
Championship in B Spores.

driving a year-old Porsche 906
factory protory pe. He wasnt
incerested in racing an F1 car,
however, so he was intrigued
when a contace pointed him
roward sfn 0004,

After checking the car’s
racing history and condition,
Weinberger decided ro buy it
“It was absolutely onginal, with
the original 68 Formula Two
engine in it,” he said.

Another factor was that he
understood, or perhaps wanted
to believe, that the Dino had
heen maintained since its fac-
ory racing days. But as he was
abour to learn the hard w 1y,
the decade spenr sitting in a
muscum had taken s all.

einberger first drove s/n

0004 a1 Indianapolis
Raceway Park in the spring of
2001, His crew chief, Gary
Kral. who doubles as
Continental’s service manager
savs the car initially gor the
equivalent of a very thorough
i evel of
ﬂt[ﬂ'”til)ﬂ. ]ll:' \.'\.'[]uld. gj‘-—'f [o
a vinrage race car that was
{ully sorted and ready o go.
\'nrm.—l”\ whart vou do with
these cars is take them com-
pletely apare, down to every

nut and holt, and start over,”
he explained.

Weinbergers philosophy
is a bic different: “T think vou
have to drive it to find our
what’s wrong.”

AT ITS FIRST
RACE AT
HOCKENHEIM,
BRAMBILLA
WORKED

HIS WAY
THROUGH
TRAFFICTO
FINISH FIRST
ANESEL THE
FASTEST LAP,

EBEelow: 1.6.liter V6 ulilizes a
production Dine bleck with
Fl-inspired four-valve cylin-
der heads and a Lucas slide-
throttle air intake. The motor
makes 225 bhp at 10,600 rpm.




Top right: 5n 0004's bare
chassis, stripped during the
restoraltion. Abeve: Qwner
Weinberger says the car’s light
coclpit fits him pericctly.

THE DINO
HELD ITS OWN
AGAINST FI
CARS OF THE
SAME ERA. ..
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The ear looked good, like
someone had really raken care
of ir, but IR was an efficient

proving ground. After
Weinberger's first run, the crew
discovered coolant leaking
from the front engine cover. It's

a complex part; Made of mag-
nesium, it contains the warter
pump, ol pump and p|umhing
tor the oil and coolant.
Coolant also leaked from
the main frame tube, which
carries warer from the radiator
in the fronr of the car to the

WwaIer pump in the back. Tr
wwrned our thar while the Dina
sat i the museum, thers was
hriﬂ g:nn|.mt n t]u: systoem,
which ate away ar vulnerable
merals. Luckily, the aluminum
engine was unaftected, so the
leaks were restricted to the
l'.f'lgi“l'.'. cover :iﬂ.d [I]C' \It't'l
frame tube.

The crew wrapped the leak-

ing frame tube—rthe engine

cover wasn't fixable—and sent
the car back out. During
Weinberger's next practice run,
a cam wheel came Toose, and
the car refused to restart when
he returned to the pics.

Disappointed but not sur-
prised, Weinberger sent the car
to mechanic John Hajduk in
Indianapolis, Hajduk reseated
the cam wheel, reset the valves
that had been thrown out of spec
by the cam whedl problem and
replaced che main frame wbe.

Weinberger next took the
Dino to the Cavallino Classic
in January 2002, In practice
at ]\'{E]Ti].‘i[" .\'1‘{3[(”'.'!]“3]'[5 -PJ.[]\.
he was able ro hold his own
against Ferrari F1 cars of the
same cra because sfn 0004 was
betrer suited to Moroso's many
corners and short straights.

HL_' JU'\'L'd t['l"q' L'.LlT‘.') h;l.]'l{”i“:_._{\
bur felr it lacked power under

7.000 rpm. The engine cover
still leaked despite attempts tw
‘ik‘a] ir ILE‘. :i”.(] i':]rll\' I['ll. 1]['.' SCC-
ond practice run, the same cam
wheel that reared its ugly head
in Indianapolis came loose.

Weinberger had the cam
wheel researed once again,
then ook the car to the 2002
Brian Redman [ncernational
Challenge ar Road America.
The t_'ng'irw held up under the
pressure of Road Americas
famous high-speed straights,
but the extended time at
higher speeds really heated up
the exhaust, which in turn
roasted a nearby brake hose,
ending his dav.

Nor wanting to risk
another failed outing,
Weinberger sent sfin 0004 1o
Baurle Aurosport in Addison,

Mlinois for a full restoration.
Ken Baurle completely disas-



sembled the Dino and / [

e Lall questionable eplace. He also re - the the rllnu V

parts, including everyvthing | rusted brake lin well as the | saw it at the
= af l'Llthc:'t. fiv C oxs synchroniz-

- no plans 1o ers. The Lu tuel pump
- ed in favor of a more r

i nd had new
parts made.” explained |
chief Kral. “The car uses Koni | incorporated
make th
loni to he n}wulh
ith the Lorus, theres a ZeVIT)
network 1o dre 1 whe this Din
7 ¢ :::rncl:hin:-__:. 011 PI" the url 1
Lmucd. (oL can porated a rubber loy
100 pl in a week. With the
Ferrari, vou're o VOUT 0w,
Suspen sieces and tubing

u don't have
someone else
control

Baurle ¢

FORZA APRIL 2005 53




After a long and challenging
restoration, the Dine F2 was
roady to race at the 2004
Monterey Historics.

torqued down, creating a seal.
Sale found a cooper’s ring
from a Coswarth DFV 3-liter
Formula One engine that
worked in the Dino.

Weinberger was chomping
at the bir o get the car ready
far the 2003 Brian Redman
International Challenge. Bur
he also wanted 1o get it right,
so he decided to have the fuel
injection rebuilt, ]mpiﬂg that
would cure the car’s pertorm-
ance ills. “The fuel-injection
system was a little loose, a livdle
worn out from age.” cxplained
Kral. “It’s such a precision fuel
unir thar a L't}lll)lL‘ of lictle pits
and a little bit of looscness
affect the mixrure.”

It took two months to get
the restored FI system back.
With the entire car in Baurle's
hands, he had just enough
time to assemble it before the
big weekend.
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D ays before the race, dyno
testing confirmed that
the rebuilc fuel injecrion had
improved the V6's perform-
ance. “lt was perfect, it ran like
a champ,” Weinberger remem-
bered. This was the kind of
breakthrough he had been
looking for, that beauriful
moment when evervthing
comes together and works,

Burt the test soon hic a low
point when the cooper’s ring
failed, breaking the seal
berween the head and the
block. If it had been a run-of-
the-mill head gasker or a part
from a more popular race car, it
could have been fixed in time.
In the Diino, it meant thar
Weinberger had o postpone
his car’s post-restoration debur,

The car finally rerurned o
the track at a vintage racing
event at Road America in the
spring of 2004, Weinberger
gridded and finished renth,
completing a successful week-
end with no hiccups.

The extended run also
allowed him to discover that
s/n 0004 fits him perfecty, like
a slipper rather than a shoe. 71

think the car was made for
me,” he said. “I'm five-foor six,
wr:igh [ 40 pmmds and I think
that's what Brambilla and
Amon weighed when they
drove the car. And it shifts like
absolure burter: The gearbox
is perfect, such crisp shifts,”
The Dinos next race came
at the 2004 Brian Redman
International Ch:lllﬂngiz. also
at Road America. Weinberger
eridded and finished 15th in
a field of more than 40 cars.
5/n 0004’s most recent out-
ing was ar Monrerey. It was
Weinberger's first experience
with Laguna Seca’s infamous
Corkscrew. “You can' see where
it goes, so vou have to set the
car up and almost float it in the
air to come down the correct
way, he said. "Onee vou get
in the groove, it’s really fun.”
The V6 Dino's distinctive,
high-pitched wail attracted a lot
of arrendon ar Laguna. “It had a
completely different sound than
the other cars,” said \Y"cinh:rgcr_
“Maost of the time it was by
itsell, so people could hear irall
the way down the straight.” The
slide-throrele intake has its own

sound, and since the front of
the motor is all gear-driven—
the cams, the alternaror, the oil
pump, the water pump—rthe
W6 even creates its own unigue
symphony when idling.

In the end. Weinberger's
thrill of victory wasn't signaled
by a checkered flag, but in
successfully getting this rare
car back into racing condition.
“The most difficule part of
the restoration was the time it
took.” he explained. “You can
always overcome these obsta-
cles, because that’s whar we
[as a Ferrari dealer] do, but
it wasn't easy.”

The challenges ranged far
bevond his initial expectations,
ver Weinberger still feels good
abourt the project. "We loved
it,” he said. “With a errari race
car, vou really need ro get it our
where people can see it and
hear it. When people come
1o a vinrage race and sec an
old Ferrari, they just love ir,
whether it won or not. 5o
there’s that love relacionship
to gerting it out and doing irs
thing again, even though it may
not be competitive roday.” Q
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